
 

Skeptics Switzerland – An overview 

I. Goals and philosophy 

“Skeptics Switzerland - Association for critical thinking” (original title in Ger-

man: “Skeptiker Schweiz - Verein für kritisches Denken”) is an organisation 

devoted to promoting scientific skepticism and an understanding of rationality 

by way of critical thinking. 

Our organisation’s goals are twofold. On one hand, we want to provide infor-

mation about ideas and theories as well as about products and services 

which, when put under critical scrutiny, come short of providing sufficient or 

fail to provide any evidence at all sustaining the claims posited. 

On the other hand, and mainly so, we are not only interested in showing what 

theories are and are not scientifically sound, but we very much strive to pro-

mote the understanding of how to come to the conclusion whether a theory is 

scientifically sound or not. That is, we want to promote critical thinking, which 

we understand to be the core of the scientific method. 

We are of the opinion that an appreciation for and understanding of critical 

thinking and science is not only a valuable end to itself, but that it also fosters 

the glue which is necessary for the functioning of modern democracies. There 

is an intuitive understanding that any democracy is in need of a capable cit i-

zenry which is able to hold rational discourses and come to rationally legit i-

mate decisions; not least, because only an aware and able public is able 

make sure that those in power do not abuse that power. Such a rational dis-

cursive potential is in grave danger when the public understanding of critical 

thinking erodes, given that the questioning of a claim’s validity lies at the 

heart of the scientific method as well as it does at the heart of civilized politi-

cal discourse. 

We see science as the most reliable way of learning about the world, and this 

way of critical inquiry has much more to offer than simply reliable data: Far 

from being a dead, mechanistic place, the universe has all of its magnificence 

on display when we are willing to look at it rationally. So it is also a deep pas-

sion that motivates us, since a world in which we fill the gaps of our 

knowledge with superstition and pseudoscience is ultimately a world where 

there is no curiosity - and where there is no true curiosity, there is no beauty, 

no wonder, no awe, only pale stagnation. 
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II. History and organizational structure 

“Skeptics Switzerland” was founded in June of 2012. As of the time of the 

writing of this document in April 2013, we count as much as 156 registered 

members, and several times as many active supporters. 

The current board of directors consists of the following peple: 

● Marko Kovic (president) 

● Christian Bruger (teller and membership administrator) 

● Fabian Frei 

● Denis Uffer 

● Philipp Wehrli 

 

“Skeptics Switzerland” also has a board of scientific advisors. This board has 

a semi-autonomous relationship to “Skeptics Switzerland”, in that its members 

support the goals of our organisation, but at the same time act as a critical 

review board. Its current members are the following: 

● Prof. Dr. Andreas Aste 

● Prof. Dr. Maries van den Broek 

● Prof. Dr. Peter Brugger 

● Prof. Dr. Stephan Neuhauss 

● Dr. Adrian Schubert 

● Dr. Gilberte Tinguely 

● Prof. Dr. em. Brunello Wüthrich 

 

“Skeptics Switzerland” strictly operates on a non-profit basis: Any and all ac-

cruals of funds are to be invested for the association’s purposes only, and are 

reviewed annually by a person who does not belong to the board of directors. 

All finances have to be reported at the annual general assembly. 

III. Activities 

The activites of “Skeptics Switzerland” can be roughly, but not disjunctly, d i-

vided into two categories: online and offline activities. 

A. Online activities 

The main venue for our online communication is our homepage, located at 

www.skeptiker.ch. There, basic information about us can be found, but for the 

http://www.skeptiker.ch/
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time being only in German (but translations into other languages are planned 

and partially under way). 

Besides static information, we provide various types of dynamic content on 

the website. Several people are writing for the website, in the form of blog 

articles. We are planning to establish different sub-blogs, each devoted to 

some specific topic and taken care of by people with according expertise.  

We also produce a podcast by the name of “SkeptisCH - The critical Swiss 

podcast” (original title in German: “Skeptisch - Der kritische Schweizer Pod-

cast”). With this format, we are actively seeking dialogue with people and po-

sitions we deem as scientifically problematic. Audio drecordings are a good 

means of presenting our audience honest debate, which can be passionate, 

but always remains within the bounds of civilized behavior. This type of activ i-

ty stems from our idealistic philosophy that debate is always worthwile, be-

cause the better argument will ultimately prevail. 

We also have a presence on several social media platforms, of which we use 

Facebook and Twitter most actively. 

In many instances, we use our channels of online communication to promote, 

discuss and evaluate offline activities. 

B. Offline activities 

As of the time of the writing of this document, several of our bigger offline 

events are in the process of being set up, but some activities are already un-

der way. 

From the very beginning, we have established our “Skeptics in the Pub” meet-

ings as a possibility for members, interesed people as well as critics to gather 

in an informal setting and get to know each other and exchange ideas. In the 

beginning, these gatherings were limited to one city (Zurich), but we have 

expanded them to different parts of German-speaking Switzerland. We also 

plan a foray into the (semi-)French-speaking part of Switzerland in the near 

future. 

The board of directors has opened its (at least) monthly meetings to all of the 

members: By this deliberate innovation, we have created an opportunity for 

interested members to get to know the core of our work. Also, this represents 

a means of enhancing transparency of our executive actions and thus give 

our members greater accountability. 
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The first instance of our new series called “Monday Skeptics” is to take place 

in May 2013. At “Monday Skeptics” one or several experts in a specific field 

will have a talk about topics pertaining to skepticism and critical thinking. The 

first “Monday Skeptics” will tackle the specific Swiss situation regarding “com-

plementary medicine”. 

“Skeptics Switzerland” is co-organizing the first Swiss instance of “Camp 

Quest” in the summer of 2013. Camp Quest is a summer camp with roots in 

Anglo-Saxon countries intended to promote science and reason to school 

children. 

“Skeptics Switzerland” is also co-organizing the “Denkfest” in 2014. Denkfest 

is a conference of critical thinking and skepticism, and was first held in 2011, 

to great resonance from the public. It was that very first Denkfest where the 

idea of “Skeptics Switzerland” was born. 

Some of the other planned offline activities include workshops for specific 

professions (e.g. schoolteachers, medicine students, etc.), or film screenings 

with with subsequent discussions. 

 

The president, 

 

Marko Kovic 

April 2013 


